




wELCOME
The On behalf of everyone associated with Cobh Ramblers we would like to welcome you all to 
St.Colman’s Park for the opening game of our 2014 Airtricity League Season.
A special warm welcome to all the players, supporters and officials of Shamrock Rovers to 
Cobh we hope you enjoy your brief stay in our beautiful town.
While tonight’s opponents are the B- side to their Premier Division counterparts, the name of 
Shamrock Rovers carries a certain attraction to all football fans in this country and no matter 
that it is the second side of Ireland’s most famous club it is still a scalp that any other team 
will want to take. The game also marks a first in that it is the first game played at senior level 
by a B-side of a League of Ireland team.
We have enjoyed many a good game with tonight’s opponents over the years and hopefully 
tonight is no different, if it is half as good as last season’s opener then you’re in for another 
treat. Just two weeks before the start of the season we parted company with manager Dave 
Hill who has taken up a coaching role with the FAI/FAS scheme in Blarney. We wish Dave all 
the best in his new role.
We hope you will give Martin Cambridge a warm welcome as he steps into the managerial 
seat, Martin of course is no stranger to Ramblers having served as assistant manager for a 
number of years.
Over the close season we lost a number of our experienced players, namely John Meade, 
Davin O’Neill and Brian Fitzgerald as well as the promising Kynan Rocks.
The loss of these players is a big blow and we must move on with what we have. On the plus 
side both Martin Deady and Mikey O’Shea have both re-signed for the club, which will be a 
boost to a young inexperienced squad.
While everyone wants the club to be challenging for promotion, and none more so than the 
club committee, the financial situation of the club precludes us from doing so. The club is 
slowly trying to re-establish itself and there is no way we would jeopardise that. 
There are many small ways that you the average fan can help with our rebuilding work: use 
our lounge and bar for social events, support our draws and raffles, encourage
your friends and family to come to our games, take out a season ticket. Together we can 
make this a club to be proud of once again.
A word of congratulations to our Under 19 side who have reached the FAI Under-19 Final.
The venue for which should be made known very soon.
Thanks also to our sponsors who provide vital support to our club
Enjoy the game!
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RAMBLERS CLUB NEWS

SEASON TICKETS
Available to buy in the club office. It represents great value for the 2014 season.
The prices are as follows:
Adult €120
OAP/Concessions €65
Student (Age 13 to 18) €40 in the coming weeks. 

Please note that a season ticket entitles the holder 
to admission to all SSE Airtricity League and Under 19 
games at St.Colman’s Park for the 2014 season. 

UNDER 19 ENDA McGUILL FINAL
At the time of going to print no venue had been set 
for our final with Drogheda United. The Boyneside club 
having being re-instated to the competition 
following their 3-1 semi final defeat to Shelbourne 
who had fielded an ineligible player. The first team 
drawn out of the hat will have home advantage in the 
final.

2014 KIT
You may have noticed that Ramblers kit for the 2014 
season and beyond will be provided by Nike. The full 
range of jerseys and kit will be available to purchase 
in our shop on matchdays and online from early April. 
Prices will be announced via our Twitter and Facebook 
pagesbottom placed side in the Premier Division again 
on a two-legged basis. 

HAVING A PARTY?
Holding a Party? Ramblers Lounge is the ideal location 
for Birthday parties, Christenings, confirmations and 
Holy communions or any other social occasion.
 To make a booking phone 021-4813078 Tues to Thursday 9am to 1.30pm or 4201056 after 
9p.m
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BeCom Ltd - Proud Sponsors of 
Cobh Ramblers U19s

 

Cobh Ramblers Supporters 
Club weekly lotto results 

(Saturday March 1st)

JACKPOT €9,00
Numbers Drawn: 8 - 17 - 21 - 23  

No Winner 

This weekend’s jackpot is €1,050

Unable to keep up to date with 
Ramblers away fixtures? We 

recommend www.extratime.ie. 
The site gives build-ups comprehen-
sive reports, line ups and reaction to 

all Airtricity League fixtures

RAMBLERS CLUB APP
Our club app, updated by Thomas 
Stafford is available for download 
on your smartphone or iPhone by 

logging on to clubapplive.com/cob-
hramblers



From the sideline The views of Martin Cambridge
I would like to extend a warm welcome to Colin Hawkins and the rest of his staff to Cobh for 
tonight’s game.

Just last month Colin visited Cobh as part of Shamrock Rovers Under 19 set up, little did I 
think that I’d be opposite him tonight as manager of Cobh Ramblers.

Football truly is a funny game.
Let me start by saying that I was deeply honoured to be asked to take on the role of first 
team manager, I consider it a privilege to manage this club.

While I don’t have anything near the resources of most other league clubs my teams will not 
lack for effort, of that you can be sure.

I would ask all of you’re here tonight to be patient, we have a very young and relatively 
inexperienced side and therefore your vocal encouragement of my side will be vital. 

It must be said that the weather has hampered our pre-season preparations; the fact that our 
recent friendly with Cork City was abandoned at half time due to the torrential rain along with 
two other friendly postponements was hardly the ideal scenario. 

Most of you coming here tonight will not appreciate the huge voluntary effort that goes in to 
running a club; pitches and grounds have got to be got ready, alongside a whole host of other 
jobs that must be done. I would like to pay tribute to all those who have contributed to this 
club out a love for the Cobh Ramblers. I hope we will give you a team to be proud of; it will 
not be for the want of effort.

Congratulations to Chris McCarthy on his recent call-up to the Irish Under 18 squad, it is well 
deserved.

Back to tonight and lets hear those voices!
Yours truly,
Martin
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Deja Vouz Munster Cup blues..
Ramblers exit at the Quarter-final stage! Sunday, February 23rd, 2014.

Cast your mind back to the 2007 First Division league-winning season and the only blemish 
on an otherwise perfect campaign was a 4-1 FAI Cup shock at home to Douglas Hall in June 
2007.

So, it probably was with a sense of foreboding that Ramblers ventured onto the all-weather 
pitch at Moneygourney for what was Martin Cambridge’s debut as manager.
Ramblers were forced to line up with a relatively young and inexperienced side with the bench 
consisting almost exclusively of Under 19 players who had lined out the day before against 
Salthill.

Incredibly this was Ramblers first outing of the pre-season; all three arranged friendlies fell 
victim to the foul weather that has dogged the country this past two months.
As expected it was the Munster Senior League side that made all the early running, but in a 
very scrappy game spoiled by a strong wind the only incident of note came shortly before half 
time when Ramblers keeper, Robert Birdsall produced a fine save to tip away a goal bound 
effort.

In the second period Birdsall again produced a smart save at his near post, but as the half 
wore on it looked like Ramblers were finally getting to grips with their hosts. Alan O’Flynn, 
operating as a lone striker went close to giving Ramblers the lead; his shot from the edge of 
the box skimmed the post.

Unfortunately though Ramblers were undone with 15 minutes remaining, some lax defending 
allowed Douglas Hall through on goal, and while Birdsall made a fine initial save the ball rolled 
loose for the easiest of tap-ins to give the hosts a 1-0 lead.

Ramblers tried in vain to fashion an equaliser and had appeals for a penalty turned away. In 
truth though the Douglas Hall keeper had little to do and the home side secured the win with 
5 minutes remaining, a corner, needlessly conceded was turned home following a goalmouth 
scramble.

While a young and inexperienced side lost out, to a team in the middle of their season it was 
a disappointed and subdued squad that made it’s way back to the dressing rooms.

RAMBLERS:
1. Robert Birdsall
2. Anto O’Donnell
3. Eoin Hastings
4. Craig Burns
5. Brendan Frahill
6. Rob Lynch
7. Bobbi Donoghue
8. ames Carson
9. Alan O’Flynn
10. Roy Kenny
11. David Walsh.

Subs: Keith O’Flynn for (11) and John Spillane for (9)
Referee: Graham Kelly

Match Fact
Rambler’s last triumph in this competition came way back in the 1982-83 season 
when we triumphed 5-1 over Clonmel Town. In the meantime Ramblers have 
contested 6 finals losing all six!



‘MARCH 400 DRAW!
COBH RAMBLERS AFC 

400 Club PRIVATE MEMBERS DRAW

TICKETS €5

€500 Prize Winner  -  Jim O’Mahony, Grangeway, Pinecroft,  
Douglas.  C/o Shane Kavanagh.

€200 Prize Winner  -  O’Sullivan Family, Brookvale

€100 Prize Winner  -  Sheila Gleeson, Glenenaar Place

€50 Prize Winners:  Sophie & Paul Kane, c/o Willie Kane
                         Billy Rodgers, Springfield Park, Cobh
  Ollie Burns, c/o J.D’s
                        John Kelsall, Stack’s Terrace, Cobh.

Next Draw takes place on Sunday, April 6th, 2014
.

If you purchased a ticket for our March draw and you would 
like to participate in our April draw then by simply 

giving €5.00 to your promoter your original ticket will be 
entered in our September draw.

You can play your part in helping us keep League of Ireland 
football in Cobh by buying a ticket. 

Better still why not become a promoter of our draw.

OCTOBER DRAW TAKES PLACE ON SUNDAY APRIL 6th

Committee’s decision on all aspects relating to the draw is final



COBH RAMBLERS AFC GROUND REGULATIONS

All persons entering St.Colman’s Park are admitted to the stadium regulations. Entry to the 
ground shall be deemed to constitute unqualified acceptance of these rules and regulations. 
Failure to abide by these regulations may result in ejection from St.Colman’s Park. 

1. Fireworks, Flares, Smoke canisters, bottles,poles, laser pens or other similar articles that 
could be used as pens are not allowed. persons in possession of such articles may be ejected 
from the ground.

2. The consumption of intoxicating liquor in areas other than the club bar is forbidden.
3. Under no circumstances is it permitted to throw any object onto the field of play.

4. Unauthorised persons are not allowed enter the field of play at any time.

5. Cobh Ramblers AFC will not tolerate any form of racial abuse, racist chanting, sectarian 
abuse or obscene behaviour.

6. Any person found damaging or defacing club property will be prosecuted.

7. Any person who fails to comply with instructions from stewards may be ejected from the 
ground. Cobh Ramblers AFC reserves the right for servants or agents to remove from the 
ground any person who with stadium regulations or whose presence in the stadium could rea-
sonably be construed as a source of danger, nuisance or annoyance to other spectators. 

8.Only persons specifically authorised in writing by Cobh Ramblers AFC are allowed to offer 
for sale or distribute any newspaper, periodical or other article inside the stadium.

9. In general the right of admission is reserved to Cobh Ramblers AFC.
Persons admitted to this stadium subject to their acceptance of these ground rules and regu-
lations and the rules of the Football Association of Ireland and the Airtricity League. Entry to 
this ground constitutes unqualified acceptance.



Ramblers Under 19s
As mentioned elsewhere our Under 19 side have reached the final of the Enda McGuill Cup fol-
lowing a thrilling 3-2 semi-final win over neighbours Cork City. Our opponents in the final will 
be Drogheda United who were re-instated on appeal after their opponents, Shelbourne had 
fielded an ineligible player.

Unfortunately we have been unable to reproduce our Cup form in the league this season; we 
find ourselves in the lower half of the table.

In our last home game we managed to throw away an early lead against a depleted Salthill
Devon side in gale force conditions going down 2-1. 

Last weekend we travelled to Waterford and despite taking a first half lead through Keith 
O’Flynn only to fall behind once more. Keith rescued a point for Ramblers late on.

Tomorrow afternoon we entertain rivals Cork City, our neighbours have an outside chance 
of retaining their title following Shelbourne’s shock 2-1 defeat to relegation threatened Sligo 
Rovers last weekend. It is also a chance for City to gain a measure of revenge for their Cup 
exit in late January.

The kick-off here tomorrow afternoon is at 2pm. Come along and give your support to the 
young Ramblers.

Admission is €5 for adults, €2 for students. Season ticket holders are free.

Rambler’s path to the Under 19 final

V Limerick F.C (h) 1-1 * won 5-4 on pens
V U.C.D  (h) 2-1
V Waterford United (a) 4-2
V Cork City  (a) 3-2

Under 19 Elite Division Table



The A-Z of Ramblers!
In the first of a new series we take a look at events, people and games that have shaped our 
club

A is for Abbott, Niall that is, played with Ramblers in the 90s under both George Mellerick    
and Liam McMahon. His playing career interspersed with spells at neighbours Cobh Wander-
ers, Niall was manager of Ramblers Under-19 side that claimed the Southern section of the 
league in 2012.

A is also of course for Athlone, scene of our last senior trophy back in 2007. Athlone Town 
are the Airtricity Leagues oldest club and the side that we have played the most times since 
entering the league back in 1985.

B is for Butterworth, Ian. Former player manager at Ramblers 
for half of the 1997-98 season:The former Coventry, Notting-
ham Forest and Norwich City centre half joined Ramblers in 
January 1998 but left at the end of the season to take up the 
role of assistant- manager at now defunct Darlington FC. Cur-
rently Ian is chief scout at QPR.
  

C for Cambridge, the surname that is and not the English University city. Martin makes his 
bow as manager of Ramblers, having spent several seasons as assistant manager and most 
recently as Under 19 manager of Ramblers. Martin’s late father Johnny played for Ramblers in 
the 1960’s



RAMBLERS UNDER 19’s

With Ramblers having a free weekend last week, Martin Cambridge’s side last saw action last 
Saturday the 29th of September.

While at the same time Ramblers senior side were taking on Salthill 
Devon here in Cobh; the young Rams had the small matter of a local 
derby with Cork City at Bishopstown. Ramblers had a let off in the first 
half when a City effort came back into play from the post it proved the 
be the only anxious moment for Ramblers.

Early after the resumption, Ramblers hit the front when Jonathan 
Creamer bagged his first of the day when he looped an effort over 
the City goalkeeper from a narrow angle. Ramblers resolute backline 
coped well with the expected City response and doubled their advantage on 84 minutes when 
a strong run on the right by David Walsh was illegally halted and Creamer notched his second 
and fourth of the season as he dispatched the penalty.
The hosts pulled one back in the first minute of injury time through Greg Harte but Ramblers 
held on for a deserved three points much to the delight of the backroom staff and travelling 
support.

Ramblers now lie in joint second with Cork City on 13 points while leaders Shelbourne boast a 
100% record from their 7 games thus far. Next up for Ramblers is a home game here tomor-
row afternoon when we play St.Patrick’s Athletic at 2pm.

Your support of the young rams will be much appreciated.

2014 Airtricity League First Division Preview
At last, another League of Ireland season is upon us. If 2014 is half as entertaining as last 
year then we are in for a treat! Players have come and gone but a lot of the faces still re-
main. One big departure though is that of Dave Hill. Dave has left us to take up a position 
with the FAI as a co-ordinator. We wish him the best of luck. In his place for the time being 
is Martin Cambridge. Martin has done an exceptional job with the u19s, guiding them to the 
Enda McGuill Cup final. He will be taking on the role of senior manager as the club look for a 
long term replacement. 

This is still a young Ramblers squad but they all have a year under their belts now. Play-
ers like Roy Kenny, Bobbi Donoghue and Brendán Frahill have all learned from last year and 
this will be a huge benefit to them. Mikey O’Shea has returned to the club after his military 
duties and will be a great addition in the middle of the park. Another new arrival is Damian 
O’Rourke. Damian was previously at Cork City and Mervue and is an experienced centre back. 
Other players such as Craig Burns, Anthony O’Donnell and Rob Waters are starting into first 
full campaign at St Colman’s Park and are rearing to go.

This season won’t be easy by any means. Seasoned teams such as Longford, Waterford and 
Finn Harps will be vying for promotion once again. Then we have new additions Galway FC 
who have looked very solid in pre-season. With Tommy Dunne at the helm, they will be a 
tough side to beat. League of Ireland stalwarts Shelbourne have been relegated to the First 
Division and will be looking to head straight back up. Added to this are tonight’s opponents. 
There has been much speculation as to how a “B” side will work in the First Division. This 
Rovers side have some talented young players and it should make for an entertaining game!
This is a big year for the League of Ireland. Former Irish internationals Keith Fahey and 
Stephen McPhail will add some more glamour to our national league which is only what it de-
serves. As for Ramblers, our campaign starts tonight and who knows what’ll be in store come 
October. It’ll be a long road getting back  where we belong but all at the club are working 
tirelessly behind the scenes to get there. It may not be easy but it’ll definitely be entertain-
ing!  By Thomas Stafford



Who, What, When, Where?
Cobh Ramblers fixtures and results guide for 2014 

2014 FIXTURE LIST
Date               Versus             H/A Comp
08/03/14 Shamrock Rovers H League
14/03/14 Wexford Youths A League
21/03/14 Finn Harps A League
29/03/14 Longford Town H League
04/04/14 Galway FC A League
12/04/14 Waterford United H League
18/04/14 Shelbourne A League
 7/04/14              Shamrock Rovers A League
03/05/14 Wexford Youths H League
06/05/14 TBC - EA Cup
10/05/14 Finn Harps H League
17/05/14 Longford Town A League
24/05/14 Galway FC H League
30/05/14 Waterford United A League
08/06/14 TBC - FAI Cup 
28/06/14 Shamrock Rovers H League
04/07/14 Wexford Youths A League
11/07/14 Finn Harps A League
19/07/14 Longford Town H League
25/07/14 Galway FC A League
02/08/14 Waterford United H League
08/08/14 Shelbourne A League
17/08/14 Shamrock Rovers A League
23/08/14 TBC - FAI Cup
30/08/14 Wexford Youths H League
06/09/14 Finn Harps H League
20/09/14 Longford Town A League
28/09/14 Galway FC H League

AIRTRICITY LEAGUE FIRST DIV

Friday, March 7th
Shelbourne v Wexford Youths
Finn Harps v Waterford United
Galway FC v Longford Town

Saturday, March 8th
Cobh Ramblers v Shamrock Rovers

AIRTRICITY LEAGUE PREMIER

Friday, March 14th
Waterford United v Galway F.C

Wexford Youths v Cobh Ramblers

Saturday,March 15th
Longford Town v Shelbourne

Sunday, March 16th
Shamrock Rovers v Finn Harps

Please note that Cobh Ramblers 
AFC are part of the wider commu-

nity, please consider our neighbours 
before, during and after the game by 
parking thoughtfully and by disposing 

of litter in the bins provided.

Thank You
Pleae note that match photos in this 
programme are provided courtesy of 

the Evening Echo.



Our Visitors tonight.. SHAMROCK ROVERS

If you had asked all those in attendance at St.Colman’s Park 
way back in October 2008 when the Hoops last visited Cobh in 
a Premier Divison fixture, that the next League of Ireland clash 
between the two sides would involve Rovers second side I’m 
sure you would have encountered some strange looks.
Back in December it was announced that Rovers would field a 
second side to compete in the SSE Airtricity League First Divi-
sion.
Of course, the second side will not compete in any of the Cup 
competitions; neither will they be eligible for promotion. Despite these restrictions it did not 
stop the club from taking the brave step and expense of entering a second side.
Rovers chairman, Jonathan Roche said ‘Entering a team in the First Division is a significant 
step for Shamrock Rovers Football Club. The First Division team will play an important part in 
player development at the club from next season. We feel the First Division will give young, 
talented players the chance to play at a higher level and get valuable experience of this level 
of competitive football. The First Division team will provide an extra pathway for players into 
our first team in the future’’

Of course it has to be said that Shamrock Rovers will be permitted to field a maximum of 
three outfield and one goalkeeper from their Premier Division squad.
While injuries and suspensions over the course of a season might mean that four Premier Di-
vision players in the second squad is the exception rather than the norm it is still playing ex-
perience that we in Cobh can only dream about at the moment, bearing in mind that the only 
player in the Cobh Ramblers squad who boasts Premier Division experience is Mikey O’Shea.
It must also be borne in mind that several of the Shamrock Rovers second team also boast 
First Division experience so make no mistake, tonight’s fixture will be a stiff test for a young 
and inexperienced Ramblers side.
 
The Manager

The man tasked with leading Shamrock Rovers second team is Colin Hawkins. Born in Galway, 
he played for Salthill Devon as a youth player before embarking on a career across channel 
initially with Coventry City before coming back home. He played a starring role in Brian Kerr’s 
Irish Under 20 side that reached 3rd place in the 1997 Under 20 World Cup. After that tourna-
ment he opted for St.Patrick’s Athletic. Two Premier Division titles followed after which he 
joined Doncaster Rovers.
Leaving Doncaster in 2001 he linked with Bohemians and then Shelbourne before re-joining 
then Championship side Coventry City in 2007.
A year later, a move to the south coast of England and Brighton before coming back home 
once more to the now defunct Sporting Fingal.
One further season spent at Dundalk before joining the coaching staff at Shamrock Rovers in 
December 2012. Colin assumed the role of manager of the club’s Under 19 side last Septem-
ber.

THE PLAYERS

CRAIG HYLAND
No stranger to Cobh having played between the posts here last season in the colours of Wa-
terford United.
A previous stint at Rovers in 2011 was interspersed with a spell at Longford Town and at Irish 
league side Crusaders.

ROB CORNWALL
Joined Rovers in December having previously played a full season with Shelbourne. Prior to 
that he previously played with St.Patrick’s Athletic



DANIEL PURDY
Having been part of the Longford Town side that lost out narrowly to Bray Wanderers in last 
season’s play-off Daniel joined in the close season.
One who is no stranger to finding the net against Ramblers having scored twice for Longford 
against Ramblers last season.
His father Richie played for the Hoops in the early 90’s.

CHRIS LYONS (striker)
Aged 20, and with 3 seasons already behind him at League of Ireland level. Made his debut 
with U.C.D in 2011 before joining Bohs the following season.
A player that would most likely walk on to any other First Division side.

CORIE TEACY
Signed from junior football following spells at Limerick F.C, Bray and most recently Longford 
Town the 25 year old is one of the more experienced players in the squad. Played for Rovers 
before under the management of Pat Scully.

RYAN COOMBES (midfield)
20 years old who joined from Bray Wanderers having had a loan spell with Roddy Collins at 
Athlone Town.

EVAN OSAM
Promoted from the Under 19 squad, Evan was part of the victorious Rovers Under 19 side that 
played in Cobh last month.

----------------------------------------------------------------------




